ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Michael Z. Oppenheim 
5105 Lacombe Avenue 
Montreal, Quebec 
CANADA H3W 1S1 

Dear Mr. Oppenheim: 

Your commentary published in Colonial Newsletter of October 1985 arrived 
and I am wasting no time in contacting you. 

1. I would very much like to have photographs of your two 1781 counter- 
feit halpence. 

2. One of the principal reasons I speculated that the 1784 counterfeit 
halfpence might have been of North Swansea origin was that the Connecticut 
legislation of 1785 indicated that someone outside of Connecticut had 
been making counterfeits and I knew of no other operation in America 
which would fit such a time frame. 

3. You mention the elusive George II and George III halfpence with the 
Irish reverse. I am not familiar with the distinction between those 
made in United States, England or Ireland. Can you enlighten me? I 
have a number of those pieces and do not have any information as to their 

origin . 

4. Please send me your telephone number so that I may call you after 
you respond. 

Your enthusiasm for this area of numismatics is most refreshing and I 
am afflicted with the same pleasant disease. 

Cordially , 


January 28, 1986 
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Jim Spilnan 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63205 
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March 21, 1986 

Mr. Eric Newman 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr . Newman : 


I really appreciate your recent letter of March 14. I found your 
discussion of the 1781* s and the type of evidence that you cite to be 
very interesting. I agree with the conclusion that you draw, since it 
fits what evidence that you have very well. 

I am very happy to exchange the variety of 1781 that you need for 
another variety that you have a duplicate of. You must have a very 
extensive collection of these counterfeits and I am happy that you 
could use one of my coppers. 

The article by Wood on Canadian blacksmiths is found in the Hoch, 
Canadian Tokens and Medals , anthology of articles from the 
Numismatist , and also in the reprints of LeRoux's The Canadian Coin 
Cabinet . I have sent a xerox of the article, in case you do not have 
access to either of these works, or to the original Wood article of 
April 1910. 

I have marked the scarcer varieties of this fascinating series and I 
would be interested to know whether you have any of these. I expect 
that there might be a chance that you have one or more of them in your 
collection of Geroge III counterfeits. Of course, Wood #33 is really a 
common English evasion. I find that evasion to be very interesting, 
since it is so commonly found in Canadian groupings, both in earlier 
times and in the present. Wood #34 and 35 are clearly copies of this 
evasion, and I would not be surprised if you had one of these 
interesting pieces tucked away someplace. If you happen upon any of 
the scarcer blacksmiths, I would always be interested to trade for 
something you might want. I really am fascinated by these blacksmiths 
and I now have a nice collection of 24 Wood numbers, plus a number of 
possible pieces not listed in the article. A brief listing of some 
other possible blacksmiths is found in two catalogues. One is the 
1977 or 1978 edition of Charlton’s Standard Catalogue of Canadian 
■ Coins » Tokens and Paper Money , and also in the Haxby and Willey, 
— P3 n s panada . While neither of these catalogues says very much 
about these other pieces, they do include a few illustrations. 

I will be looking forward to hearing from you again. 


Sincerely , 



Feb - 06 -99 02:48P 
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Memorandum 

To: Groves Fund Committee 




From: 

Dole: 

Subject: 


Leslie A. Klam. Executive Director 
January 26, 1999 
Grant Application 


(W ? )) 


Attached is a request for support of a research project on blacksmith tokens by George 

Fuld and Baity Tayman. aggregating 53,550. , c.n Thwtnkens 

John Kleeberg and I were originally approached on this project last fall, these tokens 
are an integral part of Amcrican-Canadian numismatics yet have not been systematically 
inventoried since the work of Howland Wood (1910 numismatist). With Don Partnck s 
bteSSrinoe the objects date later than the nominal cut-off for Groves fund support, we 
encouraged luld and Taymen to apply for support 1 bey have now done so. 

The AMS collection is extensive and its study will constitute the first phase of w 
project We would expect to provide letters of introduction on behalf of the reseat tier. , 
as requested, to facilitate access to other public and private collections. 

Please reply directly to me, by phone, e-mail or correspondence. 
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12134 Heneson Garth 
Owings Mills, MD 21117 
January 16, 1998 


American Numismatic Society- 
Broad way and 1 56 li " Streets 
New York. NY 10032 

Attention: Leslie Elam, Director 

Dear Leslie, 

The undersigned hereby make a proposal to the Groves Publication 
Committee for their consideration of an important project relating to U. S. 
and Canadian numismatics of the early 1 9 tn century. The details of this 
study would result in a monograph to be published by the Society. 

Outline of Proposed Procedure on Blacksmith Monograph 

l . Locate major collections of Blacksmith pieces, 

a. ANS, especially the Gilbody-Fuld-Francis holdings 

b. Bank of Montreal, Ottawa 

c. Bank of Canada, Montreal 

d. Private collections 

“Advertise” project in C4, CNL, Canadian Numismatic Journal, 
Coin World, Numismatic News asking for help in obtaining census 
data (confidential if necessary). Details on DGP holdings. 

e. Coordination with Warren Baker 

Arrange study trips to Ottawa, ANS and possibly Montreal to thoroughly 
examine major holdings, including metrology, alignment and necessary 
photographs of the specimens. Study of die linkages, if any, will be 
included. 


2. Compilation of data and the amalgamation of all historical information 
will be prepared. Although no new issuance data is expected, a thorough 
summary of the relevant publications will be given along with compre- 
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hensive bibliography. Complete study of relevant auction catalog listings 
will be integrated into data. 

3. The time for submission of the draft monograph to ANS is projected to 
be about 1 8 months from the initiation of the project. 

4. Projected out-of-pocket expenses are listed below. 

a. Two to three day study trip to New York, GJF and BT 

Train, hotel, food allowance approximately $550. each. 

Expense accounts will be submitted. 

b. Two to three day study trip to Ottawa, GJF and BT, plane, hotel 
food allowance approximately $600. each. Includes ground 
tranportation, plane fare of approximately $220 each, hotel rooms 
at about $100 Can. each per night. 

c. Photographing at Ottawa and ANS approximately $750 

d. Miscellaneous including telephoning, postage, supplies and 
contingency $500. 

We both believe this to be a most important project which has iong needed a 
thorough amalgamation and summary to put the various issues in proper 
perspective to related colonial and token coinage of the period. We would 
be pleased to discuss this project with you or Dr. Kleeberg at your 
convenience. 



George Fuld 


B»i \ jr i a Jinan 



